A  VINDICATION  OF  HIS  EXCELLENCY
JOHN,  LORD  CARTERET.

IN order to treat this important subject with the greatest
fairness and impartiality, perhaps it may be convenient
to give some account of his Excellency in whose life and
character there are certain particulars, which might give
a very just suspicion of some truth in the accusation he lies
under.

He is descended from two noble, ancient, and most loyal
families, the Carterets and the Granvilles Too much dis-
tmguish'd, I confess, for what they acted, and what they
surler'd in defending the former Constitution in Church and
State, under King Charles the Martyr, I mean that very
Prince, on account of whose martyrdom " a Form of Prayer,
with Fasting," was enjoined, by Act of Parliament, "to be
used on the 3oth day of January every year, to implore the
mercies of God, that the guilt of that sacred and innocent
blood, might not be visited on us or our posterity," as we
may read at large in our Common Prayer Books. Which
day hath been solemnly kept, even within the memory of
many men now alive.

His Excellency, the present Lord, was educated m the
University of Oxford,1 from whence, with a singularity scarce
to be justified, he carried away more Greek, Latin, and
philosophy, than properly became a person of his rank,
indeed much more of each than most of those who are
forced to live by their learning, will be at the unnecessary
pains to load their heads with.

This was the rock he split on, upon his first appearance in
the world, and just got clear of his guardians. For, as soon

1 At Christ Church.   See note prefixed to this tract.  [T. S.]